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^INTRODUCTION 

WELL, as you can see, it's finally hap¬ 
pened! LANTERN has finally discared the 
format that it has had for the past ten 
years. Welcome to the first "mini" issue 
which I hope you will enjoy as much as 
all the big 'uns which have gone before. 

All involved in this 'new look' LAN¬ 
TERN, myself as editor, the committee of 
the B.S.I.G, and the producers are exci¬ 
ted by the new horizons opened-up by 
this format. Be assured that it will be 
used to the best advantage to make the 
articles and presentation of LANTERN all 
the better. 

However, it is your opinion as a rea¬ 
der that really raetters, so please drop 
us a line and let us know YOUR reaction 
to the new format. As from this issue 
we intend introducing a regular 'Reader's 
letters" section; so let's be having 
them — good, bad or indifferentl 

Having now decided to take the prov¬ 


erbial plunge and changing LANTERN, we 
now, even more than ever need your supp¬ 
ort; especially in the way of subscribers. 
More subscribers mean more money in ad¬ 
vance and a great ability and flexibility 
to plan ahead. PLEASE, if you are not a 
regular subscriber, take out a subscrip¬ 
tion; if you are a subscriber introduce 
LANTERN to a friend or send us their name 
and address and we'll send them a free 
copy - above all GIVE US YOUR SUPPORT 1 
In the meantime thanks for buying 
this copy of LANTERN, we ho;* that you 
enjoy it and many more to come.... 
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lound 

MOONRAKER 


If! ff|p w hen England was ravaged by 

^ ‘ s civil war; and more particularly 

when Ollie Cromwell had lain se- 
to Kings Lynn in Norfolk and was getting ready to march on Norwich, a rumble of panic 
passed among the wealthy of that fair city. From church and private dwelling place 
they came foreward with their golden trinkets, selling them to the goldsmiths for much 
handier cash. The Goldsmiths rose to the occasion and having melted-down as much 
gold as possible into convenient ingots they decided to flee the country;and thus made 
their way along the river Yare to Lowestoft. They stopped off at llerringfleet, Suffolk 
where they proceeded overland to the river Waveney. only to learn, to their dismay, 
that roundheads had blocked-off the river at Oulton. 

THIS meant a landward journey to Lowestoft and freedom. Their gold weighed 
them down and as they staggered into the village of Lound, only a few miles from Low¬ 
estoft, they were set upon by the villains of the piece - a gang of Roundheads. One 
of the goldsmiths got away and headed for Lound church and sanctuary. Coming to the 
village pond he pitched his gold into it thinking to retrieve it later. Alas! it was 
not to be, a Roundhead pike-thriust had wounded him grieviously and he collapsed, dy¬ 
ing on the roadside. The local parson happened by and learned of the gold from the 
dying man’s lips. 

NCW, as everyone knows, Lound is famous for the ’Village Maid’ pub, and so it 
was then, except that the landlord of the day was having a lean time of it all. The 
locals were frightened to come to the pub b cause of the ghost which haunted the vill¬ 
age pond opposite - the same pond in which the goldsmith had dumped his gold. As a re¬ 
sult his beer had gone off and had been duly fed to the pigs, who charged around in 
drunken porcine revels screaming and gighting (a bit like humans really), and thus 
scaring off even more customers. 

THE landlord had to brew more beer for which he needed water which came from 
the haunted pond opposite. His coppers were boiling away when he went to fetch more. 
The hour was midnight and, befuddled by the fumes from his brewing, he lurched for¬ 
ward. Then, under the full moon, was the 


fishing phantom; "Nice night for it" gurg¬ 
led the landlord, but the ghost, who was in 
fact the surplice—clad parson, explained 
that dressed—up in this way so as to b dun- 
hindered by the villagers in catching a ca¬ 
rp for his dinner. 

TRADE still didn't pick-up for our 
friend; so he hit upon a plan,When the next 
full moon was imminent he made it known 
that at midnight a free entertainment would 
be had at the 'Village Maid’, entailing wa¬ 
tching the parson trying to rake the moon 
out of the pond. This brought them in by 
the droves, but all were puzzled by the ap¬ 
parent madness of the local religious lead¬ 
er. Had they seen the "carp" he eventually 
caught I doubt if they would have been! 
SCXJRCE: East Anglian Folklore and Other 
Tales . Rarrett and Garrod; 1976. 


ESSEX CHURCH DEDICATIONS : Compiled by 
Jim Kimmis; pub. by Essex Landscape 
Mysteries. 

This small booklet will be of great 
help to all those interested in Land¬ 
scape mysteries and Leys. It consists 
of an index, as complete as possible, 
of Essex parish churches, their dedica¬ 
tion and location. The index is pre¬ 
faced with notes on their distribution, 
significance of the most popular dedica¬ 
tions, and calendar of Saints' days ap¬ 
propriate to those dedications. Complete 
with a number of distribution maps, the 
booklet is indeed value for money at on¬ 
ly 30p plus P & P. 

Available from; 32 Onslcw Crescent, 
Blackheath, Colchester, Essex. C02 SUN. 
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Exchange 

Magazines 


SKYWATCH : Informal journal of UFO discussi- 
ion. Enquiries to D.Rees, 92 Hillcrest Road 
Offerton, Stockport, Cheshire# SK2 5SE. 

THE. LEY HUNTER : UK's leading journal of ea¬ 
rth mysteries# UK Sub.£3*60; Europe £4*50; 
Overseas Airmail ^12*50. From P.O.Box 13, 
Welshpool, PcMys, Wales. 

ZETETIC SCHOLAR : Independant scientific re¬ 
view of claims of anomalies and the para¬ 
normal. Published twice yearly, sub. ^11*50, 
From Dept., of Sociology, Eastern Michigan 
University, Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197, USA. 
F ORTEAN TIMES : Aquarterly journal of notes 
news, reviews and references on current & 
historical strange phenomena, related sub¬ 
jects & philosophies. Edited by RJM Rickard, 
annial sub £4*00/^10*00. From HM*Fortean 
Times, London, WC1N 3XX. 

LINCOLNSHIRE DRAGON ; Quarterly magazine of 
earth mysteries, folklore, strange phenomena 
etc. Annual sub £2*00 (single copy 65p) from 
14 Packhorse Lane, Swineshead, Boston, Lines 
PE20 3JE. 

EARTHLINK : Quarterly publication of U.F.O.s 
and related phenomena. Single copy 70p, ann¬ 
ual sub £2*75(UK), £4*00(overseas). From; 

16 Raydons Road, Dagenham, Essex. 

MAQONIA : Open-minded and alternative approach 
to UFO research and investigation. Annual UK 
sub £2*00; US ^5*00; elsewhere £2*50 or equi¬ 
valent (4 issues), from John Rimmer,64 Alric 
Avenue, New Malden, Surrey. KT3 4JW. 

SANCKEAL : The quarterly journal of the myst¬ 
eries of Britain; evokes the spirit of Mer- ! 
lin's Isle thru magic and legend, crafts and 
undying traditions. Single issue 75p post 
free. Annual sub., £2*75 (Overseas ^8*00 by 
surface mail). From BM Sangreal,London WCIV 
6XX, England. 

WOOD & WATER : a radical,ecopagan,anarcha- 
feminist magazine dedicated to sacred f 

places and the ways of the Gtxidess & the 
God. Single copy 65p incl.P&P or £2*5(^ 
for 4 issues. From 142 Bedford hill, 

Balham, London SW 12. 

ESSEX LAM)SCAHt MYSTERIES: A quarterly; magaz¬ 
ine of antiquities, folklore & paraphenomena 
in the county of Essex. Single copy 50p, ann¬ 
ual sub. £2*00, Edited by Jim Kimmis; from, 

9 Ashwin Avenue, Copford, Colchester, Essex, 
C06 IBS. 

QUICKSILVER MESSENGER : Earth mysteries, folk¬ 
lore, strange phenomena etc in the S.E. of 
England. 4 Issue sub. IJK £3*20; Europe £4*50; 
Elsewhere^I5*(X). from Garden Flat, 46 Vere 
Road, Brighton, Sussex. 

(More on page 11) 


AS MENTIONS!) in Lantern No. 32 (P.ll/12), 
Mr. Frank Colby, a constable with 29 
years service in the British Transport 
Police, claims to have had a remarkable 
experience whilst driving to Lowestoft 
on the southbound carriageway of the re¬ 
cently opened bypass on the A12 near the 
village of llopton, 3 miles north of Low¬ 
estoft, Suffolk. 

The incident happened at approxim¬ 
ately 5.15pm on November 23, 1980. Mr. 
Colby and his wife were returning home 
after vusiting relatives at Gorleston; 
as the car reached a point about raid- 
way along the bypass (marked 3 on map), 
Mr. Colby saw what at first he took to 
be an old man crossing the carriageway 
about 75 yards in front of him. He des¬ 
cribed the figure as being about 5'6" 
tall, stocky built and wearing a long 
shapeless overcoat. It's head was hunch¬ 
ed into its shoulders and seemed to have 
very 'spiky* hair. What struck Mr .Colby 
as much as ary thing about the figure 
was its very large boots and the way it 
lifted them high off the ground as it 
slowly plodded across the road from 
left to right. Although the figure was 
beyond the range of his headlights, Mr, 
Colby said that it appeared to have a 
greyish, misty-white appearance. When 
this strange figure reached the centre 
of the carriageway Mr. Colby suddenly 
realised that he could see the broken 
line marking the centre of the carriage¬ 
way continuing straight thru the figure. 

By the time the witness had reali¬ 
sed what was happening and had braked, 
the strange apparition had reached the 
central reservation and had disappeared. 
Mr. Colby stopped his car and inspected 
the place where he had last seen the 
figure; but there was nothing to be seen 
except the short grass of the verge and 
the northbound carriageway beyond. Thru 
all this his wife, who had been sitting 
in the passenger seat beside him, had 
seen nothing1 After inspecting the area 
and before driving on, Mr.Colby made on 
the spot notes of what had happened to¬ 
gether with a thumb-nail sketch of the 
figure 

The following morning he contacted 
the local press office at Lowestoft who 
in turn referred him to the writer who 
was able to get a full statement and a 
copy of Mr.Colby's on the spot notes, 
within 24 hours of the incident. 

THere can be little doubt that the 
witness is sincere and that what he de¬ 
scribes truly reflects what he genuine- 
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ly believes he saw; and with a lack of 
evidence to the contrary, there is no re¬ 
ason to doubt that what Mr.Colby describes 
is more or less how it happened. 

However, when studying the details of 
his encounter, two rather odd facts come 
to mind. Firstly, Mr.Colby noted that the 
figure was outside the range of his head¬ 
lights, and yet not only could he see it 
quite distinctly, he could also see the 
white line on the road both in front and 
behind the figure. This perhaps indicates 
that the figure was emitting a diffused 
light of its own - which might possibly 
account for the figure's "greyish-white, 
misty appearance" which the witness noted. 

Secondly, and even more intriguing, 
is a point which came to light when the 
witness was being interviewed the follow¬ 
ing day. As already noted, Mr .Colby est¬ 
imated that the figure was approximately 
75 yards in front of his car which was 
travelling at 50 raph. Now, it only takes 
a natter of seconds for a car travelling 
at that speed to cover the short distance 
involved (even allowing for the fact that 
the witness decellerated and braked as 
soon as he saw the figure) but, and noth¬ 
ing will change his mind, Mr. Colby is 
adamant that his car never got closer 
than 75 yards of the figure. This seems to 
indicate that not only was the figure plo¬ 
dding slowly across the road, but that ii 
was also travelling sideways at approxim¬ 
ately the same speed as the car— 50mph! 


This proves nothing; but it does perhaps 
suggest that the'apparition' was possibly 
some sort of optical illusion or trick of 
the light on the car windscreen which could 
have produced such an effect. The witness 
however is adamant that this was NOT the 
case, and that the apparition was definite¬ 
ly OUTSIDE the car and some 75 yards in 
front of the vehicle. 

The story of Mr .Colby's encounter re¬ 
ceived press coverage both local and nat¬ 
ional in Decemb r 1980(2). The first acc¬ 
ount appeared in the local press on 24th 
December (to tie in with the 'traditional 
Christmas ghost-story* theme); and as a 
direct result of this local press report 
the story appeared in a national paper a 
few days later(3). This press coverage, 
which also included details of the writer's 
own investigations at Hopton, brought in a 
few other stories which seemed to tie-in 
with Mr .Colby's experience. 

The earliest of these stories came 
from Mr.Roger Hammersley of Lowestoft,who 
said that during the early months of 1957 
he and a friend — Mr.R.Gardner of Lowestoft 
- were driving in seperate cars from Gt. 
Yarmouth to Lowestoft. It was between 10pm 
and midnight and they were on the A12 just 
to the south of Hopton (marked 3 on map), 
when both men saw what Mr.Hammersley des¬ 
cribed as the figure of a man wearing very 
large boots, a large fawn overcoat and a 
hat, crossing the road in front of them. 
According to Mr.Hammersley the figure was 
very tall and the witnesses drove up close 
to it. Suddenly they realised that it was 
no longer there, Mr. Hammersley emphasised 
this point - he did not actually see the 
figure disappear, but simply realised that 
it had gone. He also said that although 
there was nothing particularly strange 
about the figure, he got the feeling that 
for some reason or the other it was "odd". 

During an interview with this wit¬ 
ness Mr.Hammersley admitted that many times 
prior to this encounter he had often felt 
distinctly "uneasy" driving along this par¬ 
ticular stretch of road, and that since he 
saw the 'ghost* back in 1957 he even now 
avoids this part of the A12 whenever he 
can. 

Another incident which came to light 
as a result of the press reports on Mr. 
Colby's experience, occured in Hopton on 
Christmas Eve, 1977. 24 year old Mrs.Rita 
Rose of Bradwell was driving along the old 
A12 road thru Hopton with her mother. It 
was approximately 5.30pm when they approa¬ 
ched the road junction near Hopton FOst 
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The car was / \ 

travelling north v-\ 

towards Gt. Yarmouth / \ \ 

and just before they rea- \ \ 

ched the junction Mrs.Rose ^ 

saw the figure of a man in her // 

headlights standing on the edge of y 
the nearside kerb. As she drew level 
with the man he stepped off the kerb and 
under the front wheels of the car. Mrs. 
Rose did an emergency stop (which flung 
her mother violently against the wind¬ 
screen) and at the same time felt the im¬ 
pact as the car appeared to hit the man. 
As Mrs. Rose got out of the car she was 
convinced that she had knocked somebody 
over; but despite searching all around 
the car neither she nor her mother could 
find no body on the road nor any sign of 
the old man. Eventually they gave up and 
resumed the journey to Bradwell, but even 
after she arrived home Mrs.Rose could not 
beleive that she hadn't hit the man and 
became quite hysterical about it. 

Mrs. Rose, who is a qualified nurse, 
described the 'man' that she saw as "...a 
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‘Mowestoft s 

Mrs. Rose's mother confirmed in a 
seperate interview more or less exactly 
what her daughter had said; saying that 
she herself never saw the 'old man* or 
felt the impact. In fact she says that 
she was absolutely unaware that anything 
was amiss until she was unceremoniously 
thrown out of her seat when her daughter 
stood on the brakesl 


bent-over old man wearing Xdtrilby hat 
and a heavy overcoat..." She was particu¬ 
larly struck by his "ashen face and cold 
look". He was looking directly at the car 
as it approached but gave no indication 
that he was about to step off the kerb. 
Mrs. Rose was most struck by his odd exp¬ 
ression, "It was almost as if he knew 
what was about to happen", she added. 

Since the incident she refuses to 
drive along this particular stretch of 
road after dark, and it was apparent dur¬ 
ing my interview with her that she is st¬ 
ill somewhat upset by the experience. 


Another story, unfortunately unsub¬ 
stantiated by the witness, comes from a 
colleague of the writer who says that his 
sone was driving home from Gt. Yarmouth 
late one winters night a year or so ago 
and that on the A12, just to the south 
of Hopton, he swerved violently to miss 
what he thought was the figure of a man 
standing in the middle of the road. The 
car was quite badly damaged, but luckily 
the driver was not badly injured - he re¬ 
fuses however to talk about the incident. 

Yet another encounter with a 
'ghostly pedestrian' occured on this 
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road in March 1974(4). The incident hap¬ 
pened on the southbound carriageway(this 
incidentally is the original main road 
before it was made into a dual-carriage¬ 
way in the 1960's) about 1^ miles south 
of Hopton. At about 9.15pm one evening 
the driver of a car claims to have seen 
a "sneering face" illuminated by the he¬ 
adlights of his car. He braked hard to 
avoid hitting what lie thought was a per¬ 
son; but to his horror the car went thru 
itl This witness, who was extremely up¬ 
set by the experience, also recalled 
that on other occasions before the inci¬ 
dent, he had felt decidedly 'uneasy' on 
this stretch of road for no apparent re¬ 
ason. 

On this same stretch of road, back 
in December 1960, Mr. Ernest Tuttle of 
Lowestoft was killed when the fish lorry 
which he was driving left the road for 
no apparent reason and hit a tree. Mr. 
Tuttle, who drove along the road very 
frequently, had often told his daughter 
(who recounted it to the writer) that it 
was "the worst road he had ever driven 
on and that there was something odd abo¬ 
ut it". A month or so before the fatal 
crash, Mr.Tuttie told his daughter that 
he had seen "a grey shadow, a mist, go¬ 
ing across the road." At the inquest on 
Mr. Tuttle an open verdict was returned; 
and the Coroner, in his address to the 
Jury said, 'The evidence (regarding the 
cause of the accident) did not amount to 
much and most of it was negative..." ad¬ 
ding, "...one naturally tries to find 
some explanation of something that would 
other wise be a complete mystery".(5) 

In all fairness, it should be poin¬ 
ted out that the last two incidents occ¬ 
ured a mile or more south of Hopton and 
that they might not have any connection 
with the 'old man* seen there - unless 
of course he frequents the whole 4 mile 
stretch of the A12 between Lowestoft and 
Hopton. 

Back in 1974, when I first became 
interested in the stories of a 'ghost' 
on this stretch of road, I wondered then 
(and still do) if there might not be a 
connection between the 'ghost' — if that 
is what it is — and the apparent prepon¬ 
derance of road traffic accidents here 
involving single vehicles. I wondered if 
perhaps drivers were seeing the 'ghost' 
and thinking it to be a real person were 
swerving to avoid it and consequently 
leaving the road. On the face of it there 
does seem to be a remarkably high number 
of single car and unexplainable RTAs on 


the A12 between Corton and Hopton, but 
this cannot be stated definitely until 
a lot more research is conducted into 
the RTAs here; an operation which, to be 
really accurate, needs the specialised 
help of the Police who keep comprehensive 
records of ail the RTAs. To this end I 
contacted the local police and asked for 
their help. Unfortunately, but perhaps 
understandibly, I was informed by the 
Cheif Superintendant Traffic that, 
"...police time is at a premium and 
therefore the research time required to 
answer your questions is not available". 

So it seems that at present any in- 
depth research into RTAs on this road is 
not possible. However, I shall continue 
to fill ray file on the 'old man of Hopt¬ 
on' with press-cuttings of RTAs here, 
hoping that over a period of time some 
sort of pattern will emerge. 

However, to return to the 'old man' 
again. On the evidence and testimonies 
of the witnesses I have spoken to, there 
does seem to b dsomething odd that occurs 
on the A12 around Hopton from time to 
time. Certainly many of the reports do 
have n&ny similarities, and are centred 
on the 'apparition' of a man walking 
slowly across the road. There is not at 
present any reason to question the sin¬ 
cerity or honesty of those who have seen 
the figure and so I accept (with certain 
reservations) the possibility of a 
'ghost' that has been seen from time to 
time by reliable witnesses. Therefore, 
for the sake of the next part of this 
article 1 will assume that A) it is pos¬ 
sible for ghosts (in this case the fig¬ 
ure of a man) to exist and be seen. B). 
that a 'ghost' HAS been seen on the A12 
between Corton and Hopton. And C). that 
there must therefore be a reason for 
that 'ghost' to walk and be seen where 
he does and that his identity might pos¬ 
sibly be discovered. 

Before continuing I must point out 
that the ensuing part of this article is 
of a speculative nature - and depends 
very much on whether one accepts the ex¬ 
istence of 'ghostA' and the nature of 
them. I remain unconvinced by any theory 
and offer the following simply as one 
explanation of the 'ghost' of the Old 
Man of Hopton. What follows can be view¬ 
ed either as the final discovery of the 
identity of Hopton's ghost; or simply as 
a case of wishful thinking - I leave the 
reader to decide - personally I can't 
which is the reason I have taken the 
coward's way outl 
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IS THIS THE 'OLD DO N d CF 
HU ETON? 

On January 4th this year, shortly after 
the press coverage of the aopton *°host':d 
I received a teleAhone call from Mrs Gwen 
Balls of Oulton Broad, LO/estoft, Mrs* 

Balls said that she had information which 
might possibly have some cono gtion with 
thsdreported ghost, and went on to tell 
me that at the turn of the century her 
husband’s grand^ath>r, who was the post¬ 
man for the Mopton parish had dropped 
down dezd there, in the field adjoining 
the A12. 

At the tia dof the teltahone call I 
was very busy following-up otA©r reports 
of the ghost which were coming in, and so 
filed away the information until I had 
a bit more time to follcw it up.Actually, 
to be perfectly hub st, I thought at the 
time the story had little or no connect¬ 
ion with the * ±Aost• and honseDuently I 
took my time following it up. Now, after 
much researi h, I am not so certain that 
the 'postman* and the * 2 host' are total¬ 
ly unrelated: Gowever, I'll come back to 
that later on. 

On Monday, i aeuxdy 2nd 1899, at 6am 
40 year old William Balls, a rural post¬ 
man living at 44 j owesto«t Road, Gorles— 
ton, set out from the su c st office aft 
Gorleston on what was to be his last 
round - four and a half hours later he 
was found dead in a field at Hiipton.... 

TO BE CONCLUDED IN THE 
NEXT ISSUE cSGRRYl) 



a********************************** 

* ON P toa r 10th, 1981, the ORWELL AS- J 

» TRONOMICAL SOCIETY wEll be h^ldifUd an J 

* 'open day* at Orwell Park, Nacton, Ip- J 

* swEch, Suffolk. As well as 10" reflec- 2c 
j tor t = lesf oc dfor guests to use, there 3 ( 

* will yI so be stands on all astronomic- 4 ( 
J al topics PLUS a UFO stand a na^ d by J 
J BSIG/BUFORA memj rs Dot Street and * 

* Brenda (sutler 9J who. as well as bringing^ 

* UFOs into the public gaze will also be * 
5 selling T-shirts, posters and badges » 

* (not forgetting of gourse back-issues J 
J of LANTERN)— During the day s trr PagetJ 
6dauthor of 'UFO UK' and 'The Welsh Tri- * 
J angle', will be at the stamd to sign * 

* copies of his books. * 



*No.83 : QjOSTS. In the vT lla» dof Lyng and 
the surrounding villages are supp¬ 
osed to be at least six ghosts. They are 
as follows: 

Phantom Nuns which are supposed to cross 
the road at Lyng Eastaugh from the old 
nunnery to the 'Druid Stone' which is in 
a grove. ACoach dDour which haunt 
'Balors Pit* at the top of Caddors Hill. 
Traditionally the coach was going down 
the old road when something frill hteemdthe 
horses and they went into the ait drown¬ 
ing all insio • A KOttle Boy who has b n 
seen in an old shop. He fell downstairs 
and was killed - on several occasions he 
has been seen or heard falling down the 
stairs calling ®or help. The Richmond 
Ghost which at one time haunted a house 
in Richmond Road. The houses have c n 
pulled down and new houses built, but in 
one of them no one will stop very long - 
but nobody seems to know why. A Headless 
horseman rides down 'Belaugh Wall between 
Elsing and a wdswell. At midnight he is 
said to jump over the wall. 

John Copsey, East Dereharo . 

*No.84 : Query . There is an old song, still 
quite popular in East Suffolk, en¬ 
titled 'Bungay Roger'. Q dof our regul¬ 
ar readers is ao ious to find out exactly 
who thi s 'Bungay Roger' is (or was). Any 
ideas anyone? 

»No.85 : Forteana . As some men were felling 
an (d Odtree at Pulham St Mary, Norfolk, a 
toad that had apparently been embedded 
in the tree for years fell out. It diendin 
a few ae ments. P6ily St[ r <r 30 May, 19#5. 

*N u. l : (juery : Does any reaps r know at what 
date the 'vitj hes Stones' in Belle Vue Park 
Lowestoft (oft mentioned in LANTERN) got 
their name, and why? 


SORRY FOR THE LACK OF U.F .O. MATERIAL IN 
THIS ISSUE OF 'LANTERN', IT'S DO SOLELY 
TO A LACK OF SPACE. WE'LL TRY ? d MAKE 
UP FOR IT NEXT TIME: EDITOR• 


DO THINGS GO IN 

THREES? 

One Sunday mornin 3 da week or two ago 
I came dy nstaErs one mornif j dafter dres¬ 
sing. My wife asked me what I would like 
for breakfast and told me what was in the 
larder. I made ray cAoEce and told her - 
but she gave me something dif-.urvnt;d she 
had fory 2 ttwn what I had said. 

We do not have a set lunch, merely a 
coffee and sandwiches. My wife asked me 
what I should like in my sandwiches; but 
again I got something different to my ch¬ 
oice. She had or 3 /, tten again. This arou¬ 
sed ray interwst and I waited to see what 
would happen next — it had to be something 
to do wi th food or eating to qualify. 

While we were watching TV t/E t after 
noon a e rein dsmell c rvaded the house. 

My wife rushed into the kitchen and found 
the dog's meat burnt to a cinder. She had 
forgotten again! Oyra luy she is no more 
forgetful than other c ople and this was 
more or less a 'one-off* case. 

This led me to look into ray scrap¬ 
books, and I found the folYy io dcases/d 

In Apri 1, 1978, three people l ied as 
a result of what the paper called 'carbon 
copy' accidents. In each case one person 
was ui lied through their car hittf nqd a 
tree. They all happened in Essex and they 
happened on three consecutive days.(l) 

Later in 1978, three boys aged 16 
died as the result of seperate accidents 
when tAxir car or motor-cycle was being 
followed by a c lij e car. The accidents 
happened within a few days of each other. 
The police said that their vehicles were 
were all on normal $ trols, and there was 
nothing to differentiate their actions 
from ordinary routine.(2) 

Earlier this year therydwere three 
mysterious outbreaks of fire in lon- 

don underground stations within nine days. 
They were all stations in central London 
and situated not far from each other. No 
cause for the fires was found and why 
they haApeo qdremains a mystery.(3) 

Recently a large area of the country 
from Kent to Wales, was blacked-out thru 
three failures in elzctroc power lines. 

The first was on the Bristol line; the se¬ 
cond and unrelated one was at Dungeness; 
and the thNrd, in Hampshire and Surrey, 
may have been caused by the other two,but 
this does not alter the fact that there 


were three. A spokesa n for the CEGB said 
that their caus{dwas a "total g stery... 
for one power line to go fur no ac rent 
reason would be strange in itself, but fOr 
two to go seperately is incredible."(4) 

As receetby as August 7th this year, 
weathermen admitted that they were puzzled 
by thre| ddownpours in M 5 on of more than 
one inch of raf n within four weeks. In 
this case it may be ob 0 }ct~d that th dtiroe 
sp>an is r\ thj r long, but a spokesman at 
the London \A/e]th<tr Centre said, " It is 
totally unprecedented and has takfn us 
all by surprie. "(5) 

One cannot help wondering if what are 
called sue rstitioi s are in fact the cod¬ 
ified results of human exc rief es thru 
the ages. 
kef ere T esaa 

(1) Bast Anglian Daily Times ; 27/3/1978. 

(2) Sunday Telegraph ; ,4/6/1978. 

(3) Daily Telegraph : 22/6/1981, 

(4) dotto 6/8/I98I. 

(5) ditto 7/8/1981. 

W.J.C. 



From : Jim Kimmis, Editor of Essex 
Landscape Mysteries . 

'The double issue of LANTERN 
was certainly worth waiting for,with 
Mike Burgess's contribution to the 
study of East Anglian Eoiskaure.'The 
Norfolk Fiant' is the most thorough 
piece of work I've seen since Harte's 
p>ap>er on sit on d legends. 

One quibble only - was Leth¬ 
bridge as crazy as MWB suggests? 

What about the "(H)ick" placenames 
in East Anglia as survivals of the 
"Iceni" name? 

The best of luck with the 
planned all—litho production this 
Autumn — I look forward to seeing 
the new format•" 

(Well Jim, heradit is - what do you 
think? I have it on good authority 
that Mike has since come up woth in¬ 
fo on Hickathrift which has made him 
modify his views slightly - but not 
I think on L§ tAArod 1 /. 4 R¥rc As we'll 
be hearing more on the subuekt in 
the iiot too dxstant future? - Ed.) 
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LANTERN is open for exchange with all mags 
or a similar (or not so similar) ilk. All 
exchanges get a free mention in this column 
contact the Editor for details. 

* M »*###»»»****#***»** 



-JUST ATHOUGHT ~- 

’What a dreary, monotonous, uneventful age we live in! We have sneered the ghosts 

and dragons away. We feed our children upon grammar and the multiplication table. 
Yet there are wonders still if we had but eyes to see them". 

Francis Jessop; • Frivola *. 1896. 
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